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RAILWAYS - CLOSURE OF GREENBUSHES TO BUNBURY LINE 

2415. Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to the closure of the Greenbushes to Bunbury railway link and ask the Minister - 
(a) how many trains per day would it take to replace the current existing truck traffic between 

Greenbushes and Bunbury; 
(b) what are the carbon emission comparisons (assuming all trucks and locomotives are diesel) to 

move the daily output;  
(c) can any penalties apply, or accrue, to a truck company or operator if their emissions were 

found to be in excess of those of the rail option; 
(d) similarly, can penalties be applied to company/ies involved in not getting the product back on 

rail as originally intended; and 
(e) was the rail line in such bad condition that speed restrictions could not have been used? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(a) If this question relates to WA Plantation Resources trucks for the North Greenbushes Project 

as originally envisaged, then the answer is two trains per day. 
(b) These are estimated at 1785 tonnes of emissions per annum for road and 874 tonnes of 

emissions for rail based on an assumed freight task of 700,000 tonnes per year. 
(c) No. 

(d) No.  

(e) The original plan was one woodchips train and one logs train per day from Greenbushes to 
Bunbury. Each of these trains operated on a 12-hour cycle approximately resulting in excellent 
utilisation of equipment and better economic outcomes as a result. Therefore the track is 
required to provide a certain level of speed to achieve the utilisation benefits of the 12 hour 
cycle. To maintain this level of track performance, sleepers needed to be 
replaced. Alternatively, running with speed restrictions would not have achieved the required 
utilisation benefits and would impact on the economic viability of rail.. 

 


